
Project Information
213 N. Taylor

Project Description
The home at 213 N. Taylor is well over 100 years old and, while it had been renovated by previous 
Owners, those renovations had largely been cosmetic rather than changing the layout of the home.  
When approached by the Owner, the goal was to renovate the kitchen, expanding it and making it more 
functional while also including a small addition off the back of the home for that expansion and to create 
a more useful Mud Room.

The design solution took the renovation a step further, looking to integrate the Kitchen into the rest of 
the home.  Doing so pushed the Owner to rethink how they used and lived in the home.  As a Victorian 
home, it was made up of several smaller rooms, all separated by walls and doors, and each with a very 
specific purpose.  The new open plan around the kitchen required the Owner to re-evaluate those uses, 
relocating an original bathroom and altering the uses of rooms that had been unchanged since they had 
moved in.  It’s a change that has fundamentally altered how they use the home, making it easier to live 
with the Kitchen as the center of gatherings for family and friends, which is so much a part of how we 
live today.

For the addition, the Owners faced the very common need for a Mud Room and better access to the 
basement.  In a rather unique move, however, they asked for a more contemporary design that would 
clearly distinguish the addition from the original home.  The result was a design with extensive glazing, 
finishes with clean lines and a flat roof.  The addition complements, rather than replicates, the existing 
home.
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Homeowner Bio – Mark Fisher
The Fisher family has been in Oak Park since 2004. Mark is the CEO of Park Five Capital, an investment 
and advisory firm. 

Achitect Bio – Chris Wollmuth
Chris Wollmuth is a local architect who has been practicing residential architecture in Oak Park and 
surrounding suburbs for the past 12 years.  His work includes all scales of projects, from small bathroom 
renovations to large two-story additions.  He also does work on new homes, including currently working 
on a home planning to be Net Zero.  Previous to that, he worked for a commercial firm that specialized 
in sustainable architecture.  While there, he worked on several LEED Platinum projects, including one 
with a Living Wall and several with geothermal heating and cooling.  He brings that knowledge of 
sustainability and interest in how the buildings affect our environment to each project he works on.  
That extends to the landscape, where Chris also does landscape design.  From helping Owners 
understand how exterior spaces of their home can become as functional as the interiors, to doing 
detailed planting plans with native plants, Chris looks to integrate the planning of both the home and 
yard into a cohesive living space.  Beyond his business, he currently serves on the Board of the Park 
District of Oak Park.  He lives in Oak Park with his wife and two daughters.



Contractor Bio – Brett Williams
Element Worx is a small design-to-build construction company that specializes in building coach houses 
and remodeling older homes in Oak Park.  We are known for our creativity and our craftsmanship, with 
a passion for custom projects.   Because of our size, we take only a small handful of projects at a time. 
This allows us to focus on your project and ensure premium quality.  Owner Brett Williams is an artist 
with a creative vision and a degree in fine art and business. He takes pride in his open communication 
and his commitment to turning your home-improvement dreams into reality.  We are registered and 
licensed in Oak Park. Unfortunately, we do not take on projects elsewhere. Our goal is not to grow or 
expand our business but to consistently deliver top-notch work and service to our neighbors. 


